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The WVSSAMT Mountaineer Med Line is published twice a year.  It is sent to all state 

members, National Board Members, and Editors to inform them of our state society and 

upcoming events.  Any article appearing in the newsletter represents the opinion of the 

author and is not necessarily the WVSSAMT unless the article is so designated. 
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After a long hot summer with temperatures in the 80s and 90s, fall has officially arrived.  Your WV Board of Directors met in October 

and are busy planning your Spring Scientific and Board Meeting to be held April 13, 2019 at the Pierpont Advanced Technical Center near 

I79 off Exit 132 in Fairmont.  We are currently lining up our speakers – scientific topics discussed include Oncology/Hematology, ECGs, 

Clinical Research in Cardiology, and Legislative Issues in WV.   In addition to our educational and business meetings, we also have a great 

lunch with scrumptious desserts!  A complete list of topics axd meeting agenda will be sent out March 2019.Mark your calendars NOW 

so you don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to earn your CEUs, and network with AMT members in your area. 

The AMT National Convention will be held July 1-5, 2019 at the Chicago Hilton Hotel, Chicago IL.  Room rates are $129 single/double 

+tax.  Be sure to read the delegates messages in this issue to learn about this exciting week. WVSSAMT provides financial assistance to 

help with expenses to members in good standing that meet all delegate criteria.  The national convention is a great way to network with 

peers all over the US and earn CE’s, along with becoming active in the organization. 

National Medical Assistants Week is being held October 15-19, 2018.  This year’s theme is “Medical Assistant Week – at the Heart of 

Healthcare". A great big “Thank you” to all the MAs for all that you do to keep our patients healthy! 

This year’s recipient of the Mountaineer Excellence Award is Kitty Carr, MT.  Kitty has served WVSSAMT for many years in several ca-

pacities including Editor, Board Member, and currently as our Vice President.  Congratulations, Kitty! 

Remember to use your professional credential plus (AMT) to share your AMT pride and achievement. 

Don’t forget to record all of your CE activity in AMTrax.  This is a great way to show your employer your dedication to staying current in 

the profession. 

I hope to see everyone at the Spring Educational and Business meeting on April 13 in Fairmont. We have a great professional organization 

and are constantly looking for new members to be involved.  If you would like to serve on a state committee, please contact me at 

wvssamt@gmail.com.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Crigler, MT(AMT) 
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Greetings everyone!  Heartfelt prayers for our AMT members, family, and friends; may they rest in peace.   Special 
prayers toward a healthful recovery for our AMT members, family, and friends who may be presently battling with a 
health condition.    
During the 2018 AMT Educational Program and National Meeting and Events at the Hyatt Regency, Washington, DC 
on Capitol Hill, the state societies and the members were recognized for state and national level participation.   
The Eastern District State Society and member award recipients were: 
2017 Honor Roll State Societies were:   Maine/New Hampshire 
                                                                Pennsylvania 
 Pillar Awards:  Robin A. Miliner, MT- Maryland 
 Fifty-Year Pin Recipients:   Patricia Anne Berlin, MT- Pennsylvania 
                                             Joseph Diciccio, MT- Rhode Island 
                                             Richard Huysie, MT- New Jersey 
                                             Teresa V. Klamar, MT- Pennsylvania 
                                             Douglas MacDonald, MT- Pennsylvania 
                                             John Rudnick, MT- Pennsylvania 
                                             Harry Eddy Vangelder, MT- New York 
 Friend of AMT Award:   James Van Rhee- Connecticut 
 Phlebotomist of the Year:   Ivette Rivera, RMA, AHI, RPT- New York 
  
Order of the Golden Microscope:   Kimberly Cheuvront, PhD, MT- West Virginia 
Congratulations, keep up the great work!!! 
  
At the 2018 AMT Annual Business Meeting the total delegate attendance after roll call were 225, whereby it would 
require 151 votes to adopt an amendment and 113 votes to elect.  Congratulations to the new elected board mem-
bers.   The results of the Board Member National Elections for the two positions MT/MLT/CMLA/COLT were: 
                                                                          Marty Hinkel, MT- WY 
                                                                          Harry Narine, MT- Trinidad and Tobago 
 In addition, for the one position RMA/CMAS/RPT/RDA was: 
                                                                          Francine Oran, RMA- NE 
 Congratulations to the students from the Swedish Institute College of Health Sciences of New York City, who repre-
sented the Eastern District at the 2018 AMT Medical Assistant Student Challenge Bowl.  
We had over 400 in attendance at Washington, DC.   This was the second largest turn out at the AMT National Con-
vention.  Mark your calendar, the next AMT convention will be in Chicago, IL the “windy city” July 1- 5, 2019 at the 
Chicago Hilton Hotel on Michigan Avenue. 
All members are welcomed to attend the state society meetings, participate, and be involved.  Take the opportunity 
to network with your peers.  Dates and place for the meetings and events are posted on the state society website 
and advertised on the state society newsletters.  If you have not attended an AMT National Convention, 2019 should 
be the year that you make the effort, and see what you have been missing. 
I hope everyone had a beautiful summer.   Let us welcome the fall beautiful bouquets of colorful foliage, followed by 
the holidays.  
At this time, each society is planning and preparing for the coming state society meetings, layout the materials for 
the newsletter or journal, and the state society officers and board members are reviewing checklist of duties to com-
plete. 
Log onto the AMT website under “stay certified” to view the video on the instructions of how to record your CEU us-
ing the AMTrax. Frequently, view the AMT website for updates from the AMT Board strategic future planning for the 
organization. 
See you at the state meetings!   Enjoy the holidays!  See you at Chicago!! 
Remember to be, share, and shine!!! 
 Ivette Rivera 

Ivette Rivera, RMA, AHI, RPT (AMT) 
Eastern District Councillor  
AMT is the Choice for Allied Health Professional Certification             
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WVSSAMT MEMBERS AND BOARD         

 

Ivette Rivera, BS,RMA,AHI,RPT                Kimberly Cheuvront, Ph. D. 

Eastern District Councilor                                         Secretary/Legislative Chair/Judiciary Council 

 

Janet Crigler, MT                                                         Kitty Carr, MT 

WVSSAMT President                                                 Vice President/NLPW Coordinator 

Home: 304-476-1102 

Work: 304-367-7373 

 

Deanna Wilson-Ayers, MT                                           Melissa White MT, AHI 

Treasurer                                                                      Board member 

 

Lisa Turner, MT                                                            Rosette Richardson, MT 

Editor                                                                             Board Member 

 

Michael Straight ,MT                                                    Carol Miller, RMA 

Board Member                                                              Board Member, NMAW Coordinator 

                                                                                         

Michael Waide, MT,AHI,CMLA 

Board Member 

 

West Virginia State Society 

WVSSAMT@gmail.com   

 

Editor’s Message 

Fall…….Such a beautiful time of 

year.  Leaves falling, pumpkin 

spice, football, sweaters and chilly 

nights.  We wait for it every year.  

Soon we will be preparing for 

Christmas and decorating for the 

season.  My favorite thing to do is 

spend time with family and 

friends.  Nothing is better!  So for 

the rest of the year and into 

2019, take care of yourselves and 

all that is dear to you!  Happy 

Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year,  See you in 

the Spring. 

                   Lisa Turner 
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It is with a heavy heart that I  inform you that Randy Spragg, passed away Saturday March 3, 2018.  As 

most of you know, Randy had been battling lung cancer for a couple of years.  Randy was a long time AMT 

member, having served as WV Treasurer, Editor, and Board Member.  He had won several national awards 

and was a recent recipient of the Mountaineer Excellence Award.  Randy retired from Hematology at Fair-

mont General Hospital and worked with many of us, and we will miss his infectious laugh and ornery grin. 

                                                                                                                                  Janet Crigler 

Thoughts of the Fourth of July bring together two concepts: family and patriotism.  Families gather for fellow-

ship, celebration, and picnics as we celebrate the birth of our nation.  The holiday is imbued with themes of 

celebration, family, and pride.  It should be no surprise that it was both fitting and proper to spend the 2018 

AMT National Convention in the nation’s capital, Washington, DC.  It should also be no surprise that those 

same themes of celebration, family, and pride emerged. 

  

At this convention, we honored and celebrated with pride the work and achievements of one of our own, Dr. 

Kim Cheuvront, who received the honor of the Order of the Golden Microscope (OGM).  As a state society, 

we are appreciative not only of the work that Kim does for our state but also on the national level in her role as 

Judiciary Councilor. 

  

Through continuing education workshops, we participated and engaged in professional developing.  As certi-

fied professionals, education that keeps our skills and knowledge up-to-date is a demonstration of pride in our 

professions and disciplines.  There were many diverse opportunities to participate in scientific and educational 

sessions. 

  

Around tables of fellowship and meal, we participated in thoughtful discussions that engaged conversations 

about how to build the presence of state societies, how to engage and sustain new members, and how to deliver 

meaningful continuing education.   

  

During the plenary and town-hall gatherings, there were opportunities to discuss concerns delegates believed 

should be considered on the national level.  One of those concerns expressed by our neighbors in Ohio was the 

delegate status of Allied Health Instructors, AHI(AMT).  The question, posed as a possible upcoming resolu-

tion, was “Should AHI members be eligible for seating as delegates.”  Personally, as an AHI that works with 

emerging professionals across disciplines, the perspectives of AHI members on a national level is a valuable 

one.  

  

One of the highlights of spending the 4th in DC was participating in the nation’s parade, observing the Bill of 

Rights on display, and sitting on the lawn of the Washington Monument for the display of fireworks.  

  

It was also a privilege to be asked to sit on an ad hoc committee to explore how state societies can engage 

members.  While we have only met once while at the convention, the group has engaged in email conversa-

tions, exploring the role of state societies with AMT.  

  

As always, it has been a pleasure to represent our great state at the National Convention.  The Society has be-

come family, and it is always an honor to represent out state society.  

  

 
Regards, 

Michael Waide 

Delegate’s Report 
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Delegate’s Report 

The 80th annual AMT National Convention was held July 1-5, 2018at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill, Washington D.C.Being in our 

nation’s capital on Independence Day was a wonderful opportunity and the view of the fireworks was spectacular! 

The Keynote Speaker was actress and communications specialist Tami Evans, who presented “Half Full of It: Activating Optimism 

and Other Hard Core Soft Skills”.  This motivational session had us laughing and ready to start the week in great spirits. After the 

Keynote, I moderated a session on “Got Worms?  The Public Health Impact of Parasitic Helminths in the US”, by my friend Cherry

-Ann DaCosta Carter, Chief of Microbiology and Rabies Services from NYC Public Health Lab.  Other scientific sessions that I at-

tended included, “A Season to Remember: An Overview of the 2018 Influenza Epidemic”, “Overview of Zika Infection and Clinical 

Diagnosis”, “Human Microbiota”, “Parasitology”, “The Challenges of Antimicrobial Resistance”, and “Don’t Feed the Raccoons! 

Everything you Wanted to Know About Rabies”. Wednesday afternoon I attended a session on “Duties and Responsibilities of 

State Society Officers”. 

Monday evening was the Welcome Party, which is always lots of fun with hors d’oeuvres, dancing, and the state basket giveaways.  

Tuesday evening was the Awards Banquet, where our very ownKimberly Cheuvront won the Order of the Golden Microscope, 

AMT’s highest honor for outstanding service and contributions to the field of Medical Technology. On Wednesday afternoon, 

WVSSAMT held a reception to celebrate Kim’s award, and Wednesday evening I accompanied her to the “Order of the Golden 

Microscope” (OGM) Dinner.  Following the dinner, we travelled to the National Mall where we viewed the fireworks up close and 

personal. 

Along with the scientific sessions and social events, we had a lot of AMT business to conduct.  I attended the Future Planning Com-

mittee meeting and the new direction and charge of the committee was discussed.  There were three Resolutions presented this 

year during the Resolutions Committee meeting, two of which will be considered by the Board at their next meeting.State Presi-

dent’s Forum and Eastern District meetings were informative and updated us on new local developments.   The AMT Business 

meeting was held on Thursday, and Francine Oran, RMA (NE), Harry Narine, MT (Trinidad/Tobago), and Marty Hinkle, MT(WY) 

were elected to the Board of Directors.  WV once again had three delegates this year at the National Business meeting – Melissa 

White and Michael Waide also represented WV with me. 

As always, thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as a WV delegate to the National Convention. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Crigler 
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Advertising Rates 

Checks must be made out to WVSSAMT.  Proceeds from advertising are used to publish the Mountaineer Med Line. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Business Card           $20/year 

 1/4 page                    $40/year 

 1/2 page                    $80/year 

 Full page                    $100/year 

__________________________________________________________________________________________                   

Lisa Turner, MT, Editor 

485 Pricketts Creek Road 

Fairmont, WV 26554 

Cell phone:  304-365-3312 

mailto:mailto:unserscheu@aol.com
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The WVSSAMT Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Kitty Carr, MT, is the winner of 

the 2018 Mountaineer Excellence Award.  Kitty has been a member of AMT since 1980 and has 

been active in the WV state society, serving as Editor, Board member, and is currently serving as 

Vice President. Kitty is a Medical Technologist and is retired from Fairmont Regional Medical 

Center, having worked in the Hematology, Coagulation and Urinalysis departments. Kitty was the 

FGH Clinical Coordinator for the Medical Laboratory Technology Program at Fairmont State 

College for fifteen years, and currently serves on the Advisory Board for MLTs at Pierpont Tech-

nical College.  She has a BS in Biology and AAS in Medical Laboratory Technology from Fairmont 

State College.  Kitty has won several AMT National Awards, including Distinguished Achieve-

ment, Exceptional Merit and Pillar Award. 

The Mountaineer Excellence Award is given annually to one WVSSAMT member who has pro-

vided exceptional service to our organization.  Past winners include Margaret Garrett, Janet 

Crigler, Kimberly Cheuvront, Tonya Brown, Deanna Wilson-Ayers, and Randall Spragg.  Con-

gratulations, Kitty! 

                2018 Mountaineer Excellence Award    Kitty Carr 


