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Great Lakes District Councilor Message  
  

What a great summer!  AMT members from throughout the United States 

and the Caribbean gathered in our nation’s capital, Washington, DC for a week 

filled with education, leadership, and organizational meetings.  Viewing the 

fireworks on Independence Day in Washington, DC was fantastic.  

The AMT Annual Business Meeting was held during this week where 

elections for new AMT Board members were held.  Congratulations go out to our 

newly elected AMT National Board President, Jeannie Hobson, RMA!  

Also, congratulations to Harry Narine, MT (AMT) from Trinidad & 

Tobago, a member of the Caribbean Association of Medical 

Technologists (CASMET) and Martha (Marty) Hinkel, MT (AMT) from 

Wyoming a member of Rocky Mountain State Society for their election to the 

AMT Board of Directors.  Also newly elected, to the Board in the RMA position was Francine M. Oran, RMA (AMT) 

from Nebraska, a member of the Central Plains State Society.  Congratulations to Fran as well.  We look forward to 

their input to board decisions over the following three years. 

A highlight of the convention week was the awards convocation.  The Great Lakes District was privileged to 

have the recipient of the Medallion of Merit Award, Heather Herring, MT, RMA (AMT) in our district.  The Medallion 

of Merit is the highest honor bestowed by AMT for outstanding organizational and professional contributions in the 

field of Medical Assisting.  Heather has devoted many years to AMT on both the state and national levels.  She 

leaves her position on the board of directors this year.  Congratulations, Heather!  Congratulations also go to the 

many other district members who were recipients of AMT national awards this year.  These names and pictures can 

be found in the AMT Events, June 2018 issue.  If you did not receive this issue, your mailing address at the AMT 

office may need to be updated.  Please contact the office at staterequest@americanmedtech.org and make changes 

in your email address, home address or other contact information.  This will assure that you do not miss the most 

recent publications or the most recent email blasts from either the national office or your state society. 

We have a new face in the AMT Education department for AMT.  Her name is Maggie Highland.  She is 

bringing great ideas and new items to our members.  Please check out the AMTRAX video on Youtube on how to 

record your continuing education activities on AMTRAX through our AMT national website 

www.americanmedtech.org.   

I would like to inform you of my new email address for use with any correspondence regarding my work 

with the American Medical Technologists. Please contact me at this email address: amtgldc@gmail.com. If you send 

something to my other email address, I will still respond, but for the future, please try to use the new one.   

Thank you for your commitment to the American Medical Technologists. 

Bev Christiansen, RMA (AMT)  



http://www.americanmedtech.org/
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President’s Message 
   

It is that time of the year when the leaves are turning, and the 

weather is getting cooler.  We are all thinking about the upcoming 

holiday season! 

OHSSAMT has had a full and exciting year.  We started the year 

by electing members to serve as delegates to the 80th National 

Convention being held in Washington D.C. from July 1-5, 2018.  We 

had 8 elected and one unelected delegate representing Ohio.   

I was extremely proud to represent OHSSAMT members at the 

“Resolutions and Meet the Candidates Meeting”.  Your board of 

directors worked hard to write and present two resolutions that 

hopefully will make an impact on AHIs in AMT.  AHIs are required 

to pay due and maintain CEs but do not take a certification test 

through AMT.  Because they are not certified through an AMT test, they are not allowed to hold the president 

or vice president positions at the state or national levels.  They are in my opinion the back bone of AMT 

because they educate the students that do test through AMT and help current AMT members to go on with 

their education.  The national office gives out many awards every year but there is no AHI of the Year award.   

The first resolution presented asks that the national board of directors create an AMT AHI of the Year Award. 

Many states including Ohio have AHIs that serve on their boards.  AHIs that do not have another discipline 

are not allowed to serve as state delegates or sit and vote at the Annual Business Meeting. 

The second resolution presented asks that AHIs be allowed to serve as delegates and sit with their 

counterparts and vote at the Annual Business Meeting to represent their states.  I was proud to see that all the 

states agreed with the two resolutions.  We are currently waiting to see what the national board of directors 

decides. 

I always like to stress to our members that it is an important role to serve as a delegate.  You get to serve as a 

liaison between your state and national.  You get to meet wonderful people from all the states and from 

overseas.  You build like long friends and get to network.   

The 81st National Convention will be held in Chicago at The Hiltons of Chicago from July 1-5, 2019.  We hope 

to see everyone there.   

The other big event this year was the Great Lakes District Conference that was just held in West Chester, 

Ohio from October 5-6, 2018.  This was also OHSSAMT’s fall educational seminar.  It was a wonderful success.  

We had approximately 172 in attendance.  There were over 45 first time attendees!  Everyone had a wonderful 

time meeting people, enjoying an exceptional program, eating great food, and being at a spectacular hotel.  We 

had the current and past AMT presidents in attendance.  Also, in attendance were the AMT Legal Counsel, the 

AMT Judiciary Councilor, an AMT board member, and 3 AMT District Councilors.   

OHSSAMT held its fall general business meeting on Saturday October 6th.  We gave out our state awards and 

held our fall elections.  Alanna Dargartz RMA, John Gartin RMA, and I were up for reelection.  We were reelected 

by acclamation.  We recognized the National Medical Assistant Week. 

The 2019 spring educational seminar will be held in Chillicothe, Ohio on April 13, 2018.  Please watch e-blasts for 

more details.   

Did you know you can write articles for the state publication?  The articles do not need to be long but do need to 

be educational, pertinent, and relevant.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the editor.   

I wanted to remind our members to please use AMT after their credentials.  It shows pride and organization 

affiliation. 

Finally, our board will continue to work towards marketing OHSSAMT to Ohio schools and employers.  You can all 

help by letting your communities, employers, and medical communities know about AMT.  Many schools are always 
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looking for people to serve on advisory boards.  I encourage members to volunteers for these positions.  Ask 

employers to go to our national website and learn who we are and what we can offer to them and their employees.   

I hope that you all have a happy holiday season   

Sincerely 

Sheryl Scott, RMA (AMT) 



Editors Message   
Fall is here, and winter won’t be far behind.  I know 

everyone is busy getting ready for the upcoming holiday season.  
So I will try to keep this short.  You probably noticed that our logo 
has changed from OSSAMT to OHSSAMT.  That change was 
necessitated by AMT to avoid confusion with Oklahoma 
and Oregon state societies.   

You will also notice that all our board members 
have the same email address, OHSSAMT@gmail.com.  
This change was made to help avoid identity theft.  So 
how you do you contact us?  Easy, just use the email address listed above and within the 
Subject of the Email simply list who you would to have address your comment or 
concern.  As an example if you registered for the Spring 2019 Seminar but are not going 
to be able to attend and you would want that addressed by our society President Sheryl 
Scott, RMA (AMT),  so in the subject you might write “Spring Seminar Registration 
Cancelation – Sheryl Scott”  and the email will be routed to her for a response or action.  
If you have questions about the email or the publication, please email me at the same 
email address and I will try to answer them.  

Last subject I promise.  We cannot produce this journal without your support.  
Articles from state society members are always appreciated.  However, they must meet 
several criteria: First they must be informative and related to the medical field.  Next, 
the article must be in a format similar to APA or MLA including intext and works cited 
for any material that is not your own original thought, to include paraphrases.  This is 
necessary because I must run the articles through a plagiarism checker. Last the article 
must be submitted to me NLT 30 days prior to the publication dates of the journal which 
are May 15th and November 15th.    AHI’s or instructors who have students who have 
written particularly good papers may submit those as well for possible publication the 
same rules would apply to those papers as well.   

That’s it.  I wish all of you and your families a very pleasant and safe holiday season  

Chris Williams, RMA, AHI (AMT)



mailto:OHSSAMT@gmail.com
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Delegate Reports – Washington DC 2018 Annual Meeting 

80th Educational Program and National Meeting   Marva Beckley, RMA (AMT) 

 
Thank You, Members, of the OH SS AMT for the Opportunity to Represent You at the Conference Held 

in Washington DC in July 2018. The Conference Was Very Informative, Thought-Provoking and Extremely 
Resourceful. Here Are A Few of the Facts so You Cannot Say You Missed It by Not Attending the 
Conference: 

• Tammy Evans revealed how to use "Soft Skills" to your personal and professional life and displayed 
them entertainingly as she spoke.  Her presentation was uplifting, and the audience participated.  The 
presentation was electrifying, and everyone left the keynote address with smiles on their face. 

• Influenza epidemic is very prevalent in DC and nationally in the United States. Identifying and 
determining influenza is still very high in cases stated Dr. Tran. Both clinical and public health 
laboratories are both working together in identifying and detecting influenza viruses.  

• Biotin Interference in supplements are hard to denote into processes are used.  CAPA must be used. 
Patients were advised to read medical inserts from drugs. Biotin does not change the binding 
properties of antibiotics. Competitive Assay is used for Biotin in higher concentrations. 5-10mcg 
Biotin can interfere with blood samples. Biotin is excreted from the body in 1-2 hours.  

• Cestodes and Antimicrobial resistance have a high prevalence in the US. Zika testing updates should 
be contacted by each state to see if the test can be performed for no cost to the patient.  Is it a virus 
can be detected in 7 days but much longer in pregnant women? 

• Geriatric special needs were discussed. There is a loss of cognitive functioning, thinking, reasoning, 
remembering; brain shrinks, heart stiffens due to loss of muscle mass as well as a decrease in the 
heart rate. Seniors were advised to eat more protein which will aid in removing and detoxifying the 
body waste. 

 Enough for education! Let's discuss the political aspects of the meeting. To MTs and one RMA were 
presented to serve on the board for 5 years at the annual business meeting which was presided over by 
outgoing Pres. Jeffrey Lavender MT. 37 states were present at the 80th educational program and national 
meeting. Ohio received a special congratulations for presenting 2 resolutions that were voted in favor by 
the membership special thank you to Sheryl Scott for representing the Allied Health Instructors resolution. 
Three were presented by Oklahoma but defeated. The agenda and audit reports were approved by the 
delegates the membership for AMT is more than 80,000. 

Again, I think Cheryl Scott for a successful leadership at the conference. I enjoyed attending the 

meeting knowing she was at the head of the delegation from Ohio I hope you enjoyed reading my brief 

report about the conference. See you in Chicago in 2019 

 




Delegate report Tom Fish MT (AMT) 
 
Don't Feed the Raccoons! Everything you wanted to know about rabies. 
Presenter: Cherry-Ann Da Costa-Carter 
 

In Latin the meaning of rabies is "madness". As early as 2000 BCE rabies was first found in 
Mesopotamia. In 1885, the first vaccine for rabies was developed by Louis Pasteur. She reported that 
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rabies affects about 10 different species of animals: bats, dogs, cats, skunks, opossums, raccoons, 
foxes, and domestic cattle. Rabies is most prevalent in the eastern United States. It is very prevalent in 
New York State. There is a vaccine for pets. 

Once raccoons are infected there is a 3 to 12-week incubation period before they die. There are 
55,000 deaths per year worldwide from rabies. Approximately 100 dogs and 300 cats are diagnosed per 
year in the United States. It is much more prevalent in other countries. 

In 1900, approximately 100 humans died from rabies. In the last 10 years there have only been 23 
cases and only 2 survived. In the United States we spend anywhere from $245-$500 million on rabies 
programs. People who are been bitten by a rabid animal spend approximately $3000 for a series of 
shots/treatments needed to keep them from contracting the disease. There are approximately 40 to 
50,000 people treated annually using the post exposure prophylaxis vaccine. Raccoons usually die after 
7 days of symptoms if not treated. New York State has 2 diagnostic labs for rabies, one in Albany and 
one in New York City. 

The rabies virus multiplies the fastest in the midbrain. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has an assay for rabies detection and clinical specimens, it is called the L and 341. Staff will 
work in rabies laboratories get 3 injections of vaccines. Do not feed the raccoons! 





First Time Delegate Report Lila Johnson, RMA (AMT) 

Although I've been an RMA for three years, this was my first American medical technologist 
convention. To be an integral part of such a large well-organized conglomerate was daunting to say 
the least, but nevertheless surprisingly inspiring. Due to the efforts of the organizing committee, I 
experienced no confusing moments in terms of where or when to meet because there were very few 
deviations to the schedule I was given when I registered.  

The opening ceremony and the orientation session were particularly impressive; most notably, 
Tami Evans, the keynote speaker. I found Ms. Evans to be hilarious, intellectually stimulating, and 
inspiring. She has my vote to be a staple for opening ceremony and any other subject in her extensive 
repertoire. In addition to Ms. Evans, the workshops covered plenty of enlightening topics. Dental 
Health and the Effect on General Health, Transfusion Reactions, and the Facts About Biotin 
Interference were of particular interest. Not only were those topics thought-provoking, some of the 
guest speakers were quite entertaining.  

Another aspect of the convention that impressed me was that there was still time to socialize at the 
wine and cheese welcome reception, the dessert reception, and of course the student challenge bowl. 
These gatherings made it possible to get to know other RMA's; some of which were from as far away as 
Trinidad. I even met a few people from my home state of Ohio.  

I really appreciated having the opportunity to arrive a day early to register and explore the hotel to 
get a feel for where the classrooms were to ensure that I wouldn't get lost and consequently arrive 
late for the classes. Arriving early also afforded me the opportunity to see the Capital City by taking a 
night tour. Seeing Washington DC at night, seeing the incredible monuments of Thomas Jefferson and 
Abraham Lincoln as well as others and learning little-known history facts added to the total AMT 
experience.  

I'm glad I decided to become an RMA and I'm excited about attending next year's event in Chicago 
as well as state and national AMT conventions. I also look forward to more opportunities and 
advancement as an RMA. I'd like to personally thank Sheryl Scott my State President, who I met at the 
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2018 Spring Scientific Seminar and Business Meeting were it not for that seminar, I would not have 
known about the AMT Washington DC convention. I'd also like to thank everyone who helped make my 
first experience memorable and satisfying. 

 


2018 Delegate Report  John W. Sherer, MT(AMT) 
 

I was once again honored to serve as an Ohio State Society of AMT delegate to the 2018 
National Convention. I was also honored to lead the singing of the National Anthem for the opening 
ceremonies. 

I attended multiple educational sessions but since I serve on the Federal Government Affairs 
committee and was Chair of that committee for over 20 years, I will report on that session led by 
Michael McCarty, AMT Counsel, Bob Newberry, Chair of the committee, and Km Cheuvront, Judiciary 
Councilor. 

The balk of time was given to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Act of 2014 
implementation of the Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (PAMA) which established a new 
pricing scheme for Medicare lab testing based on market prices derived from private Insurance payers. There 
were flaws in the way PAMA defined “applicable laboratories” in that they used National Provider Identifier 
numbers instead of CLIA numbers to select “applicable Labs”. This resulted in the exclusion of 99% of all 
hospital outreach labs pricing. Only 21 of the 6,994 hospital labs in the USA reported price and volume data. 
Only 1,106 out of approximately 236,000 Physician office labs reported and only 1.85% of data was collected 
were from labs serving rural areas. Sixty (60) % of the data collected came from the three (3) largest labs in the 
USA. This resulted in a much lower price scheme than had they included all the CLIA approved labs, including 
hospital outreach, POL’s, and Independent labs all of whom are paid more from Private Insurers than the 3 
largest laboratories. As an example, Hospital labs are paid on average 25.6% more from private payers than 
other labs. 

Under PAMA there is a reduction cap of 10% per year for the first 3 years, then it could go to 15% 
thereafter. But as you can see, cuts of 10% for 3 years = 30% while 15% for another 3 years could be another 
45% totaling 75% overall cuts over the next 6 years. This is unacceptable. 

So, the American Clinical Laboratory Association (ACLA) sued CMS over the PAMA implementation 
charging that they cherry picked the data to lower Medicare CLFS payment rates. AMT will be participating in 
an industry wide grassroots advocacy campaign urging congress to take action promptly to mandate fixes in the 
way CMS implemented PAMA. 

Other topics discussed were the issue of CMS issuing a policy in April 2016 to surveyors allowing nurses 
(R.N.’s) with a B.S. degree to perform complex testing and act as general supervisors. The lab community, 
including AMT has voiced their opinion that a bachelor’s degree in Nursing (BSN) is not equivalent to a 
biological science degree and should not, by itself be treated as qualifying a nurse to perform or supervise 
complex testing. 

Workforce shortages- The Lab industry needs 12,000 new lab techs annually, but only 6,300 are 
produced. Legislative day participants urged their congressmen and senators to recommend that the 
Government Accountability Organization (GAO) study this shortage and make recommendations to Congress. 

Again, it was my privilege to represent OSSAMT at the 2018 AMT convention. 
Respectfully, 
 
John W. Sherer, MT(AMT) 
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2018 OHSSAMT Award Winners 
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Great Lakes District Meeting Photos 
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Student Questions on Phlebotomy  
by Chris Williams, RMA, AHI 
 
I would guess my experience with phlebotomy students is not that much different than any other 

AHI teaching this subject.  The three most common questions I receive are as follows:  Is there something I 
can do to help reduce the patient’s pain when drawing blood?; Do I have to follow the “Order of the 
Draw”?; Do I really have to fill the tubes up all the way?  

The simple answer to all three is yes.   Yes, you can help reduce the patient's pain; Yes, you must 
follow the “Order of the Draw”’ and Yes you must fill the tubes until they will take no more blood from the 
patient or from the syringe.  

Let's look at how we can reduce the patient’s pain when drawing blood.  In an article published by 
the Center for Phlebotomy Education called “Reducing Venipuncture Pain: The Cough Trick” published on 
their website http://www.phlebotomy.com.  The article states that researches in Germany identified a 
“cough trick” to minimize patient pain during venipuncture.  If you want to check out their research, you 
may find the study in Anesthesia and Analgesia.  A portion of their research method is found within the 

Phlebotomy Education article.   
What they did was “prior to the draw, each of ten volunteers was 

placed in a supine position with a tourniquet applied to the non-dominant 
arm.  After selecting a vein on the back of the hand, the individual 
performing the puncture asked the subject to turn his head in the opposite 
direction of the venipuncture arm and to perform a single cough of 
moderate intensity, while maintaining the stability of their arm.  Subjects 
were then asked to cough a second time whereupon the venipuncture was 
performed to coincide with the cough”   

“Three weeks later, subjects were subject to identical draw without 
being prompted to cough. . . all subjects rated their perception of pain from 
0 - 100” (Center for Phlebotomy Education Inc, 2008) The results showed a 
15% lower pain experience than they had experienced without coughing.   

The conclusion or speculation of the researchers relates to the 
“well-known effects of distraction as a cognitive method of pain”. They 

further speculated that the “mechanism could be due to the activation of pain-inhibitory pathways due to 
increased pressure in the subarachnoid space during the cough”    

The second question “Do I have to follow the “Order of the Draw”?   When I give the answer “Yes” 
it is followed by the inevitable question “Why?” While textbooks give long drawn out explanations the 
Center for Phlebotomy Education again breaks the answer down to its simplest terms.   

The reason is simply additive carryover which happens when the needle filling the tube contacts 
the additive/blood mixture.  When the tube is filling in the normal blood draw the tube is in the “inverted” 
position where the stopper is lower than the tube containing the blood and the additive.  This will allow the 
possibility of a small portion the blood/additive to be transferred from the current tube into the next tube 
with the needle piercing the stopper.  “When additive carries over into a different tube the test results may 
be dramatically affected. For Example: 

• Should the EDTA from a lavender -stopper tube, which is rich in potassium, carry over into a tube 
to be tested for potassium (a green, red, gold or speckle top tube) the level of potassium may be 
falsely elevated leading to a life-threatening medical mistake”  

• When blood cultures are collected at the same time as other lab work and not filled first, bacteria 
from the nonsterile stoppers of the tubes can contaminate the bottles used for blood 
cultures” (Center for Phlebotomy Education Inc., 2010) 

http://www.phlebotomy.com/
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How can we prevent this? One way is to is to “hold the tubes tilted upright relative to a horizontal 
plane” which will allow the tube to fill from the bottom to the top.  If the needle or transfer device stays 
above the combined blood/additive mixture within the tube, there should be no cross contamination.   

So, what does all that have to do with having to follow the “order of the draw” as long as I don’t 
contaminate the needle or transfer device nor harm, no foul?  

The reality is most blood draws are done in the inverted position making it possible for 
contamination to happen.  “Since we know which additives adversely affect which tests we can arrange the 
tubes and blood culture bottles so that any carryover is irrelevant.  That arrangement is the “order of the 
draw”. When tubes are filled according to the recommended order of the draw, any additive carryover that 
may occur will have no significant impact on test results. The order is universal for glass and plastic tubes 
irrespective of whether samples are drawn or not.” 9Center for Phlebotomy Education Inc., 2010)  

For more information on the order of the draw please check out the CLSI procedures for collection 
of Diagnostic Blood Specimens by Venipuncture.  

Last but certainly not least is the question Do I have to fill the tubes up until they are full?   Again, 
the answer is “Yes” and the follow-up question is “Why”?  

Each blood tube such as an additive.  The amount of additive that has been placed in the tube is 
calculated to react with a specific amount of blood.  If too little blood is collected the additive to blood ratio 
is off and very well may alter the results.  In addition, the lab may have you draw the blood again because 
they reject the specimen for being insufficient.  They understand we cannot know if the results will be 
accurate when either to little or too much blood is collected.  So what do you have to do if the vein 
collapses or the needle is removed before the draw is complete?  As much as it will be a hard thing to do 
because very simply your patient will not be happy getting stuck again. But the only way to make sure the 
results will be valid is to draw the specimen again.   

The Center for Phlebotomy Education gives this example.  “When the ration of DETA to blood is too 
high, as in an underfilled tube, the red cells tend to shrink. As a result, hematocrit, mean cell volume (MCV) 
and the mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration (MCHC) will be affected.” (Center for Phlebotomy 
Education, Inc.,2008) 

Keeping our patient’s best interest in mind we must make a conscious effort to draw our tubes in 
order (to prevent cross-contamination), fill the tubes completely (to ensure an accurate result) and do it as 
painlessly as possible.   

For further information please check out the “Needle Know-How” articles at the Center for 
Phlebotomy Education Inc at http://www.phlebotomy.com.  
 

Works Cited 
 Center for Phlebotomy Education Inc. (Ed.). (2008). Reducing Venipuncture Pain: The "Cough Trick". Retrieved 

October 15, 2018, from https://www.phlebotomy.com/FREE/NKH_Cough_Trick.pdf 
Center for Phlebotomy Education Inc. (ED) 2010, Do I Have to Follow the Order of the Draw?, Retrieved October 15, 

2018, from https://www.phlebotomy.com/FREE/NKH_FllwngOrdrDrw.pdf 
Center for Phlebotomy Education Inc., (ED) 2008, How Underfilling Tubes Cheats Patients, Retrieved October 15, 

2018, https://www.phlebotomy.com/FREE/NKH_Undrflld_Tbs_Cht_Ptnts.pdf 
 

 

 

  

http://www.phlebotomy.com/
https://www.phlebotomy.com/FREE/NKH_Cough_Trick.pdf
https://www.phlebotomy.com/FREE/NKH_FllwngOrdrDrw.pdf
https://www.phlebotomy.com/FREE/NKH_Undrflld_Tbs_Cht_Ptnts.pdf
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Acute Flaccid Myelitis in U.S. Children 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 

CDC continues to receive reports of children with acute flaccid myelitis (AFM), a rare but serious 
condition. CDC is working hard to find the causes of these AFM cases. Learn more about AFM and 
symptoms that require immediate medical care. 

Parents may be hearing about children in the 
United States who suddenly became weak in their arms 
or legs from a condition called acute flaccid myelitis, or 
AFM. This condition is not new, but the increase in 
cases we saw starting in 2014 is new. There are 
different possible causes, such as viruses and 
environmental toxins. AFM affects the nervous system, 
specifically the spinal cord, which can cause the 
muscles and reflexes in the body not to work normally. 

In August 2014, CDC was made aware of an 
increased number of people, mostly children, with AFM. Since then, we’ve been working hard to better 
understand AFM, what puts people at risk of getting it, and the possible causes. AFM remains rare (less 
than one in a million people), even with the recent increase in cases. However, AFM is serious, and we 
don’t yet know what causes most people to get it or how to protect people from getting AFM. As we 
continue to learn about AFM, we urge parents to seek medical care right away if their child develops 
symptoms of AFM. 

 

Symptoms of AFM 
AFM is rare, but it can lead to serious neurologic problems. You should seek medical care right away if you 
or your child develops any of these symptoms: 
• weakness and loss of muscle tone and reflexes in the arms or legs 
• facial droop or weakness 
• difficulty moving the eyes 
• drooping eyelids 
• difficulty swallowing 
• slurred speech 

 

Infections That Can Cause Conditions like AFM 
Certain viruses, such as poliovirus and West Nile virus, may sometimes lead to conditions like AFM. You 
can protect yourself and your children from these viruses by: 
• Making sure you are all up to date on polio vaccinations. 
• Protecting against bites from mosquitoes, which can carry West Nile virus, by using mosquito repellent, 

staying indoors at dusk and dawn (when bites are more common), and removing standing or stagnant 
water near your home (where mosquitoes can breed). 

 

What CDC Is Doing About AFM 
CDC has been investigating AFM since we were made aware of an increased number of people with this 
condition in August 2014. 

We have done extensive lab testing on specimens from patients but have not determined what caused 
most of these people to get AFM. It is unclear what pathogen (germ) or immune response caused the arm 
or leg weakness and paralysis. AFM may have a variety of possible causes such as viruses and 
environmental toxins. 

https://www.cdc.gov/polio/about/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/westnile/index.html
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We are continuing to learn as much as we can about AFM by looking at each case to figure out what 
puts people at risk of getting this condition and what is causing it. Also, we are urging doctors to be alert for 
patients with symptoms of AFM and to report patients under investigation for AFM to their health 
departments. 

If you would like to learn more about what CDC is doing, please visit CDC’s AFM in the United States 
website. If you would like to learn more about AFM, please visit CDC’s acute flaccid myelitis website. 
(Centes for Disease Control and Prevention, 2018) 

 

Works Cited 
Centes for Disease Control and Prevention. (2018, Oct 22). CDC Features. Retrieved from Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov/features/acute-flaccid-myelitis/index.html 

 


   

 

Request for Print Journal  
To request a printed journal please complete the form below and mail it to Chris Williams, 6637 Hubbard Drive 

Huber Heights OH 45424 or email the information to OHSSAMT@gmail.com 

  

Name: ________________________________________________________ AMT#:____________________  

  

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________  

  

City, State and Zip: _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Please circle your category   RMA CMAS  RPT  CMLA  RDA  CLC  MT  MLT  AHI  Other: ___________________  

  

If you are already on the list to receive the hard copy version but your address has changed, please submit a new 

form.  Don’t for get to notify AMT of your change of address so they may update their master membership listing. 

You may do that online at the MAT Website at HTTP://Americanmedtech.org.  Just sign in, go to your homepage 

and update your membership information.    

    



 

Spring 2019 Seminar Online Pre-Registration  
Mark April 13, 2019 on your calendar for the Spring 2019 OHSSAMT Spring Seminar and Business Meeting 

For those who wish to pre-register online please scan the QR code below or follow this link.  

http://bit.ly/OHSSAMT2019Spring  

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/acute-flaccid-myelitis/afm-surveillance.html#cdc
https://www.cdc.gov/acute-flaccid-myelitis/afm-surveillance.html#cdc
https://www.cdc.gov/acute-flaccid-myelitis/index.html
mailto:OHSSAMT@gmail.com
http://americanmedtech.org/
http://americanmedtech.org/
http://bit.ly/OHSSAMT2019Spring
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OHSSAMT 2019 Spring Seminar and Business Meeting Pre-Registration Form 
Date: April 13, 2019 – Location: Zane Trace High School. 946 Ohio 180, Chillicothe OH 45601 

 

 The Schedule of events be announced by email blast and by mail for those who receive a hard copy 

of the OHSSAMT Journal.  

 

Early Bird Pre-Registration ends April 1, 2019. Registration after that date will be charged full price 

for the seminar.  Early Bird Pre-Registration Cost - Members $30, Non-Members $35, Students* 

$10.  After April 1st the full cost will be Members - $35, Non-Members $40 and Students* $10. 

 

*Students must currently be enrolled in a MT, MLT, Phlebotomy MA, CMAS or other medical 

specialty program certified by AMT.  Student ID will be required at the door for confirmation.  

 

If paying by check, please mail to: OHSSAMT 2019 Spring Seminar, C/O Vanessa Austin, 218 

Heatherway Street, Middletown OH 45042. Make checks payable to OHSSAMT. 
 

 


 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________________, State: ____________________, ZIP____________ 

 

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Payment Method:  Circle 0ne 

Pay at the Door Credit/Debit Card, Check, Cash   

Mail in Payment by Check ONLY. Make checks Payable to OHSSAMT 

 

 AMT # _____________________   Major Discipline:  MT   MLT   CLC   MCLA   RMA   RPT   CMAS   RDA   AHI   

Student 

 

Please address all questions to Sheryl Scott, RMA (AMT), John Gartin RMA (AMT) or 

Vanessa Austin RMA (AMT) by contacting them at the Ohio State Society of American 

Medical Technologist Board’s Email address listed in the link below.  Please put in the 

subject of the email who you wish to address your concern.   

 

OHSSAMT@gmail.com 

 

mailto:OHSSAMT@gmail.com
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Directions to Zane Trace High School 
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