
 

JULY 2018 

NATIONAL AMT 

MEETING 

Delegate Reports 

This past July, your FLSSAMT Delegates traveled to our nation’s 

capital for the AMT Annual Educational Program and National 

Meeting at the Hyatt Regency on Capital Hill.  Their reports 

published here for your review. 

 

17 FLSSAMT 

Delegates! 

──── 

Read all their 

reports here! 

──── 

Check out 

pictures taken by 

Delegates in 

Photo Gallery 

──── 

You too could be 

a Delegate next 

year! 

──── 

Don’t forget the 

November 10th 

Meeting in Ft 

Lauderdale 

FLSSAMT 

President: 

 Alice Macomber, RMA 

Email: 

FLSSAMT@gmail.com 

 

 







































Delegate Report 2018 

 

The 2018 AMT National Convention was a wonderful experience as promised. There were so many 

subjects to choose from at this meeting and luckily, some were repeated solving the dilemma of having 

to choose one over another. For me, though much of the conference was spent in Editors and 

Leadership workshops, there were a few other stand-outs I will share: 

The “Don’t Feed the Raccoons- Everything you wanted to know about Rabies” was quite interesting. The 

speaker Cherry-Ann Da Costa Carter presented the history and current information about rabies. My 

county, Hillsborough, has had a recent rise in rabies which, for someone who is a rescuer at heart, was 

alarming. Rabies is a mostly fatal disease with only one documented case of survival from an untreated 

case of rabies. Therefore, it is imperative that domestic animals be vaccinated and kept safe from 

wildlife. Though Bats, Raccoons, Dogs and Cats are the most common carriers almost all mammals can 

be affected. Rarely, small rodents such as squirrels, chipmunks, hamsters, rats and mice carry the 

disease.  Remember if bitten to seek medical attention right away.  If possible, the offending animal 

should be quarantined for up to twenty days. If it continues to be healthy during the quarantine, the 

person bitten may be able to avoid the series of rabies vaccine injections. If the animal is not found- it is 

best to assume it was infected and begin treatment right away which includes a rabies immune globulin 

injection near the bite to try to prevent the virus from becoming active in the body and a series of 

vaccine injections to help the immune system recognize the virus and attack it. 

The other stand-out was a presentation by Roxann Clifton about intestinal tapeworms. Not only was this 

an “everything you wanted to know about tapeworms but were afraid to ask”, but the subject was 

presented in a way that was interesting and engaging. It was a reminder that creatures so tiny could 

reek so much havoc if you are not careful about what you eat! What made me appreciate this 

presentation even more was it was a last minute add as the original speaker suddenly was unable to 

present. Ms. Clifton jumped in seamlessly and saved the day with her riveting presentation. I do not 

think I will ever look at sushi in the same way again! 

Thankfully, meetings I was unable to attend are available to download from the AMT website. An 

excellent addition for attendees this year. 

The awards dinner was a great evening to gather together to recognize our fellow members’ 

accomplishments. Congratulations to Heather Herring, RMA for receiving the Medallion of Merit Award, 

highest award given in AMT for Registered Medical Assistants. Ms. Herring gave one of the most moving 

acceptance speeches I have heard. Barely a dry eye in the room was seen. A much-deserved 

congratulations to Kimberly Cheuvront, MT, AMT’s Judiciary Councillor, for receiving the Order of the 

Golden Microscope Award, the highest award given in AMT for Medical Technologists. The evening is 

always one of excitement, emotion and comradery as we applaud those who have excelled in their craft. 

FLSSAMT made the honor Roll, Jay Macomber received a Friend of AMT award for his invaluable help to 

our society. I was honored to accept the 2nd place award on behalf of FLSSAMT for our State Society 

Newsletter. 

The Town Hall meeting on Thursday offered members the opportunity to ask questions, offer positive 

comments, discuss issues and express concerns. At the Annual Business meeting the BOD presented a 



proposed amendment to the National By-Laws to replace the Vice-President position by a President 

Elect position, which would not be subject to election the following term, with an automatic move into 

the President position. The thought was that it would preserve the experience gained during the 

previous term for continuity into the President’s position. As the system is currently, the member in the 

Vice-President seat after having received training and experience working with the President in the 

previous term could lose their seat during an election taking the experience they gained with them, 

leaving less prepared Board members available for the President’s Seat. The change to the By-Laws was 

voted down by the delegation and the Board Positions will remain as is. The delegates also had the 

privilege to select by majority vote 2 MT and 1 RMA members to the AMT National BOD. Jeannie 

Hobson, RMA is now our first RMA as AMT’s National President.  

Congratulations to all members of our 2018/2019 AMT National Board of Directors: 

   President: Jeannie Hobson, RMA 

   Vice-President: Chris Seay, MT 

   Secretary: Deborah Westervelt, RMA 

   Treasurer: Kenneth Hawker, MT 

   Immediate Past President: Jeff Lavender, MT 

   Board Members: Naomi Melvin, MT 

                                  Martha Hinkel, MT 

                                  Cherry-Ann Da Costa, MT 

                                  Harry Narine, MT 

                                  Lisa Bromley, RMA 

                                  Francine Oran, RMA 

                                   

In between the multitude of convention activities, there we were, in our Nation’s Capital the week of 

the 4th of July.  There was just a bit of time to take in a tour of the Capital building, sample culinary 

delights, enjoy a few of the Smithsonian Museums, take a tour of DC and visit the Memorials. The week 

culminated into a beautiful firework display over the Capital Mall within walking distance of the hotel.  

I would like to thank FLSSAMT for the opportunity to represent the State Society at the AMT National 

Meeting. Attending the presentations and participating in working of our member owned organization 

was, and always has been, a wonderful experience. 

 

Kathleene Hardy, RMA(AMT) 

FLSSAMT Secretary & Editor 



Patricia Poitier Sands, RMA 

816 NE 52nd Street 

Pompano Beach, Florida 33064 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you AMT for allowing me to attend the 2018 National Convention in Washington DC. 

The conference was very good, I attended 7 different session all were great, the meeting room was 

clean and cold,   Banquet, RMA luncheon, OGM dinner good. 

 

Thank you so much, 

 

 

 

Patricia Poitier Sands  

 



AMT National Convention Experience 

Team, quite an experience at AMT National in Washington DC. The lectures were adoptable to medical 
issues that we are encountering today; very educational. It’s always nice to see old colleagues, and 
friends. It gives you a chance to learn not only what’s happening in their personal life, but also their 
professional experiences. I’m a seeker of knowledge, and a colleagues’ professional experience (good, or 
bad) could be deemed useful information within my professional surroundings.   

I can’t wait till next year. See you in Chicago. 

Ozzie Skinner MT(AMT) 
7/10/2018 

 


