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Editor’s Corner 

Hello, All.  The citrus is in bloom, lately there have been some nice breezes, and the neighborhood 

children are out biking through the crackling, yellowed weeds of our front lawn.  The bees from the 

house behind us have already swarmed, and there are orange blossoms all over the place.  The windows 

are open and the leaves of our hibiscus are rustling as I type this. And yes, it is already time for our 

Spring AMT conference.  You will find the registration form in this newsletter or online on National’s 

Site.  If you are a new member, and want to start earning your CEs to stay certified and to keep those 

brains sharpened, these meetings are a sure bet.  Take a few courses, eat a terrific lunch, and make 

some amazing friends and connections.  Hope to see you May 6th!  

Chloe Fox, RMA, Editor, SunTech Newsletter 
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Hello, Arizona Members!! It Spring time, I hope you all have enjoyed our wonderful winter that we 

had this year.  I am assuming that we are looking forward to a hot summer this year.  As most of you 

know, we have been through some big changes with our country since the last state meeting. We 

know have a new US president and the Republicans are in control of the governments.  With being 

said there is a lot of uncertainty in healthcare right now, so it a lot of meetings and debating in 

Washington D.C.  I know Mike McCarty is busy in Washington DC doing his best to represent AMT 

and our state the best he can. Unfortunately, everything changes every second.  One of the best was 

to stay abreast of the all the changes to stay in touch with Arizona and the US is to stay in touch with 

AMT and your state society.  This year will continue to bring many changes to the lab and RMA side 

of the house.  AMT continues to be our go-to source for clarification and direction as we accept these 

new changes.  The national office is very committed to representing all of our disciplines and to 

making sure, we are getting the best out of any legislation.  

   

As in the previous year at both a state and national level, growing our leadership is becoming the 

continued theme of both the national and state level boards.  As most of you know, the AMT has 

been certifying individuals for 79 years. Unfortunately, most of our leadership are approaching 

retirement age, if they have not have already retired.  We are hoping and looking for the younger 

generations to step up and take the helm of this wonderful organization and guide us through the next 

79 years.  Know is the time to get involved in your states society and prepare yourself for a 

leadership position with a great origination.  If you are interested in getting involved in, a committee 

or running for an elected position contact any of your elected official now. 

 

With national certification comes the responsibility to make ourselves the best we can be.  Many of 

our past AMT members who worked so hard for their national credentials have allowed them to lapse 

for various reasons.  Most of you know someone that has been or, can be nationally certified through 
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the AMT. As in the first term of my presidency, I continue to challenge each one of you to each 

to bring either an old member back or a new member to the AMT. 
Our assembly committee is developing your spring AZSSAMT educational meeting.  Our assembly 

committee is excited about these new sessions and fully committed to making the spring session the 

best it can be for our members. We have some inspiring speakers and updates lined up already.  

  

The National Convention will be in Kansas City Missouri, this year Memphis, from July 9-13, 2017, 

@ The Intercontinental Hotel at the Plaza.   In typical AMT fashion, this conference is set to be 

success and offering a week of outstanding continuing education and networking.  If you are 

interested in attending as delegate, please contact me at Jeffrey.wooley@cox.net no later than May 1. 

2017. 

 

Our next meeting will be held May 6th, 2017, at the PMI Phoenix Black Canyon Campus at 13610 N. 

Black Canyon Highway., in Phoenix, Arizona. Reserve the date now--we look forward to seeing 

many of you on that day! 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Vice President Dustin 

Martinez or myself. 

 

Jeffrey Wooley, RMA (AMT)  

President, AZSSAMT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, Western District state societies, hope everyone is doing great and staying dry.  California 

has had its share of rain and snow this winter. I do believe we are finally out of the drought.  
 

The National BOD and Councilor meeting was held on February 16-19th of February in Tucson 

Arizona.  This meeting is always filled with information.   
 

 This year the National meeting will be in Kansas City Missouri, July 9-13, 2017.  The 

format of the program will be the same as last year. All educational programs are at the 

beginning of week, leadership on Wednesday and the AMT business meeting at the end 

of week.  The convention will start on Sunday and end on Friday; there are several 

workshops on Sunday.  It is always wonderful to visit different places of the country.  

Kansas City has much to offer, especially their famous KC barbeque sauce. I hope many 

of you can attend.  It’s a time to learn, do our business and reconnect with our AMT 

family.  
 

mailto:Jeffrey.wooley@cox.net
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 Don’t miss out on the early bird registration fee; pay only $225.00 for the full package, 

this offer ends May 1, 2017 after that it will double. 
 

 Councilor’s will be holding two Leadership training workshops 
 

*What are you doing with our money? 

*CEU’s are your responsibility 

*Driving threw AMT website 
 

 Look for a message on the board at the registration area to find where I can be located.  

Feel free to contact me if you would like to meet with me. My goal is to meet as many of 

you as possible, just to reconnect and also to meet new western state society members. 
 

 Be sure to track your CCP’s with AMTrax, about 10% of members get audited; don’t lose 

your membership by not tracking. Remember this is your responsibility to get it done. 

 

 Reminder for your state meetings you need to get all your scientific speakers pre-

approved through Camille Murray, at least 1-2 weeks prior to the meeting.  

 

 If you haven’t completed or updated your by-laws in the last 3 years please do so, they 

must go to Kim Cheuvront, Judiciary Chair, for approval prior to posting them on 

website. Once approved please send me a copy also. 

 

 Congratulations to all Western state societies as we are all on board with the Central 

Banking, thank you for getting this done so fast. 

 

 2018 convention will be held in Washington DC. July 1-6, 2017 

 

If you need to reach me my e-mail address is: Sherryrou@comcast.net. 

It remains an honor to be your District Councilor as I start my third year.  Thank you for the 

privilege of working with all of you. 

  

Sheryl Rounsivill RMA, RPT, CMAS, AHI 

Western District Councilor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sherryrou@comcast.net
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Arizona State Society American Medical Technologist 
Spring Conference Registration Form 

Saturday May 6, 2017 
8:00am– 5:00pm 
Lunch Provided 

Pima Medical Institute 
13610 N. Black Canyon Highway 

Phoenix, AZ 
C.E.U.’s Available  

 
Registration Deadline is April 29, 2017 
Registration starts at 7:30 am 
Registration - $25.00 (members) $35.00 (non-members) 
Student Registration – Free with student ID 
**Note: additional $10.00 fee at the door 
 
Name:____________________________________Phone:__________________ 
 
Check One  __MT   __MLT  __RMA  __RDA  __RPT  __CMAS __AHI   __CMLA  __CLC 

 
AMT ID #___________________  
 
Make checks payable to AZSSAMT and send registration to: 

Dianna Ross  480-390-9537 
PO Box 14131 Mesa, AZ  85216 

 
 Hotels  available: Four Point Sheraton 2532 West Peoria Avenue Phoenix, AZ 85029 

 602-943-2341 

                                  Hyatt Place  10838 N 25th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85029 
 602-997-8800 
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Past, Present and Future Medical Assistants: A Personal Perspective  

 

It is amazing how time has flown by working in the healthcare field for 40 years. What a great 

ride it has been personally and professionally.  

My first job after completing a Medical Assisting (MA) program was working in a laboratory 

setting as a phlebotomist.  That was before Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments Act 

of 1988 (CLIA) regulations came into effect; however, and Occupational Safety Health 

Administration (OSHA) was established in 1970.  I graduated to house calls where I drew labs 

for insurance physicals along with performing ECGs.  I was able to utilize some of my newly 

acquired medical assisting skills as I excelled in the aspects of laboratory procedures, policies 

and performing specimen analyses. 

The next two decades brought me back into a healthcare environment. CLIA was now 

implemented. I began the transition assisting a physician in an office setting.  I was charged 

with the duties of charting, documentation, scheduling and billing individual insurance 

companies, etc.  I performed basic waived testing such as finger sticks for glucose and 

hematocrit determinations. 

I loved having the patient contact and giving a personal touch as a professional.  It felt good to 

help someone and enjoy the experience of caring and sharing with a smile.  It gives the medical 

profession that human quality, such as a touch to the arm to let someone know you care.  

Secondly, you build a rapport and trust with your patients even if today you may feel somewhat 

anonymous.   

As a working medical assistant I noticed changes in the field such as technology in phone 

systems, computers and more elaborate testing in the office setting.  You not only could work 

strictly in a physician’s office but also could branch out to assisted living facilities, dental, 

chiropractic and home health agencies in another capacity as your career path changes and 

your medical acumen increases. Medical offices began to change dynamically from a single 

provider to incorporating more specialties from mainstream medicine and often alternative 

medicine. More personnel were hired for a multi-practice setting. Physicians wanted staff to be 

cross-trained and as such required a higher level of expertise from medical assistants; 

therefore, it leads to continuing education and credentialing. 

Presently in the last five to ten years, changing from working in the field as a medical assistant 

to now teaching a medical assistant program is just as rewarding.  Given my experience, 

knowledge and sharing stories helps my students assimilate in the classroom.  Students learn 

how to apply their didactic portion with the hands-on approach learning in a clinical setting, 

and this makes for a well-rounded medical assistant. 
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It is paramount today as we educate and prepare our students for the workforce that we have 

the tools and stay abreast of new technical knowledge and never-ending changes in the 

healthcare system.  Regardless of how long you have been in the healthcare domain as a 

medical assistant or any other discipline, you need to continue adapting and changing with the 

times.  Pursue additional courses or seminars to fuel that passion within you. 

The future is now upon us with the changes in The Centers for Medicare/Medicaid Services 

(CMS) rules and regulations.  It is imperative that medical assistants work effectively in 

mastering their skills and achieving certification in the field.   

The days of paper charts are few and far behind us. The computer-based Electronic Health 

Record (EHR) gives precise data entry as you see the patient. This advancement allows for some 

of the medical record information to be shared with other healthcare facilities such as 

laboratories and pharmacies.  We must be vigilant about patient privacy and Health Insurance 

Portability and Accounting Act (HIPAA). 

Many new physicians setting up a practice are changing focus from a stationery office to a 

virtual office setting, either as a concierge or Provider Sponsor Organization (PSO).  Patients 

now can visit the doctor/patient computer portal for test results, medication refills, or any 

other medical questions that may arise. 

Now, medical assistants e-scribe with physicians, along with assessing and taking vital signs on 

patients.  In the future, instead of the classroom setting, you may be learning through 

computer-based programs for core classes, and on-site campuses for clinical skills.   

In conclusion, as a medical assistant in an allied healthcare field, you must remember that 

change is inevitable and that you play a vital role as a key member of a healthcare team.  The 

principles we embrace---providing excellent care to our patients, respecting dignity and privacy, 

upholding the principles and ethics of our profession, serving as patient advocates, aspiring to 

render greater service and improve our knowledge and skills, and demonstrating unselfish 

compassion, courage and empathy---are what make us unique and indispensable, as well as 

contribute not only to our job satisfaction, but to our overall self-esteem. 

Linda R. Hendrix-Klock 
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Remember, as a member of AMT, you are required to earn CCP (Certification Continuation 

Points).  The requirements are as follows: 

Certification Points Needed Every Three Years 

Medical Assistant (RMA) 30 

Medical Administrative Specialist (CMAS) 30 

Phlebotomy Technician (RPT) 24 for CCP Cycles beginning 1/1/2016 

20 for CCP cycles completed before 1/1/2019  

Dental Assistant (RDA) 30 

Medical Technologist (MT) 45 

Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT) 45 

Medical Lab Assistant (CMLA) 30 

Allied Health Instructor (AHI) 30 

Clinical Laboratory Consultant (CLC) 45 

 

But fear not, there are plenty of ways to do so.  These are all options: 

STEP Online   

On-Demand 

Webinars 

State Society Meetings (hint, hint) 

National Meeting  

Employment Verification 

Authorship of Written Works 

Instructional Presentations 

Organizational Participation (serving on a National Committee, for example) 

For more information, visit: 

http://www.americanmedtech.org/StayCertified/QualifyingActivities.aspx 

 

 

******************************************************************* 

http://www.americanmedtech.org/StayCertified/QualifyingActivities.aspx
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Upcoming Events 
 

April 2017 Az Spring Scientific Meeting 
 
Medical Laboratory Professionals Week April 23-29 
 
Early Bird Registration for Annual Meeting Deadline is May 1st 
 
National AMT Meeting July 9-13 
 
Medical Assistants Recognition Week October 16-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             


